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Abstract 

This article provides an overview of the history of curriculum reform in Indonesia, the current state of the curriculum, 

the process of curriculum reform, and the challenges and implications of implementing the new Curriculum. The article 

argues that curriculum reform is crucial for Indonesia's education system to meet the needs of its students and prepare 

them for the challenges of the 21st century. The Indonesian education system has been facing several challenges, 

particularly in the area of curriculum. One of the main issues is the lack of alignment between the curriculum and the 

needs of the workforce, resulting in a mismatch between the skills taught in schools and those required by the labor 

market. Moreover, the education system has been criticized for its heavy emphasis on rote learning and memorization, 

which has been seen as a barrier to the development of critical thinking and problem-solving skills among students. 

To address these challenges and improve the quality of education in Indonesia, there have been multiple attempts to 

reform the curriculum over the years. The most recent curriculum reform, the 2013 Curriculum, aims to improve the 

relevance of the curriculum to the needs of the workforce, promote critical thinking and problem-solving skills, and 

equip students with the skills required for the 21st century. However, the implementation of the new Curriculum has 

faced several challenges, including inadequate teacher training, lack of resources, and resistance from stakeholders. 

The article concludes by highlighting the need for continued efforts to ensure the successful implementation of the new 

Curriculum and maximize its potential impact on the quality of education in Indonesia. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Curriculum reform in Indonesia is an important step towards improving the quality of education in the country. 

By addressing the gap between the skills taught in schools and the demands of the world of work, encouraging critical 

thinking and problem-solving skills, and equipping students with the skills needed in the 21st century, the new curriculum 

has the potential to prepare students for the challenges ahead. However, the implementation of the new curriculum faces 

a number of challenges, and continuous efforts are needed to ensure its success and maximize its impact on the quality of 

education in Indonesia. 

Indonesia is the fourth most populous country in the world and has one of the largest education systems in the 

region. However, the quality of education in Indonesia has been a long-standing concern, especially in terms of 

curriculum. Over the years, there have been various attempts at curriculum reform to address this issue and improve the 

overall quality of education in the country. This article provides an overview of the history of curriculum reform in 

Indonesia, the current state of the curriculum, the process of curriculum reform, and the challenges and implications of 

implementing the new curriculum. The aim of this article is to provide an understanding of the efforts being made to 

improve the quality of education in Indonesia through curriculum reform. The article argues that curriculum reform is 

essential for Indonesia's education system in order to meet the needs of learners and prepare them for the challenges of 

the 21st century. By examining the history and current state of curriculum reform in Indonesia, this article aims to provide 

an overview of the drivers of curriculum reform efforts, the challenges faced in implementing the new curriculum and the 

implications for students, teachers and schools. Ultimately, the article highlights the importance of curriculum reform in 

Indonesia and its potential to improve the quality of education for future generations. 

 

 

RESEARCH METHODS 
In this article, it is written using literature studies by summarizing several materials sourced from journals, books, 

articles, websites, digital materials and other relevant sources of information. The collection and critical analysis of 

literature relevant to the research topic, to understand previous research and build a research conceptual framework. 

 

 

 



  Jurnal Ilmu Pendidikan Nasional 
Volume 1 ; Nomor 3 ; Desember 2023 ; Page 137-142 
DOI : https://doi.org/10.59435/jipnas.v1i3.114 

WEB : https://jurnal.padangtekno.com/index.php/jipnas 

 

 

Rini Listiya Ningrum | Page 138  CC Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 License. 

E-ISSN : 2986-4070 

P-ISSN : 2986-8505 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Curriculum reform in Indonesia has done since 1947 to now is the era of revolution industry 5.0. Curriculum 

reform aim for improve and develop curriculum education previously with objective For develop potency participant 

educate in strength spiritual, moral nobility, intelligence, control self, as well required skills. 

A number of study has done For learn impact of curriculum reform education in Indonesia against quality learning. 

Research conducted by Rameyanti Tampubolon and Yona Gulo shows that curriculum reform own influence to quality 

learning. 

However, curriculum reform often raises problem among public school nor general . Problems that arise is How 

application and reasons behind change curriculum the, as well what is curriculum reform? own influence to quality 

learning. In the process of curriculum reform in Indonesia, it is necessary done assessment depth and formulate a strategic 

program for get solution from existing problems in addition, it is also necessary to pay attention methods and ways 

assessment used in measure and assess the results of the educational process designed in curriculum. 

In the learning process math, students not enough get optimal results because the curriculum used in Indonesia has 

not in accordance with assessment because it is necessary appropriate curriculum reforms with needs and developments. 

kindly Overall, curriculum reform in Indonesia has done long time with objective for improve and develop 

curriculum education before. However, it is necessary done evaluation and assessment deep for ensure that curriculum 

reform can give optimal and appropriate results with needs and developments. 

 

A. Overview of the Need for Curriculum Reform in Indonesia. 

Curriculum reform in Indonesia is an important step towards improving the quality of education in the country. 

By addressing the mismatch between the skills taught in schools and the demands of the world of work, encouraging 

critical thinking and problem-solving skills, and equipping students with the skills needed in the 21st century, the new 

curriculum has the potential to prepare students for the challenges of the future. However, the implementation of the new 

curriculum faces a number of challenges, and continuous efforts are needed to ensure its success and maximize its impact 

on the quality of education in Indonesia. 

Indonesia is the fourth most populous country in the world and has one of the largest education systems in the 

region. However, the quality of education in Indonesia has been a long-standing concern, especially in terms of 

curriculum. Over the years, there have been various attempts at curriculum reform to address this issue and improve the 

overall quality of education in the country. This article provides an overview of the history of curriculum reform in 

Indonesia, the current state of the curriculum, the process of curriculum reform, and the challenges and implications of 

implementing the new curriculum. The aim of this article is to provide an understanding of the efforts being made to 

improve the quality of education in Indonesia through curriculum reform. The article argues that curriculum reform is 

essential for Indonesia's education system in order to meet the needs of learners and prepare them for the challenges of 

the 21st century. By examining the history and current state of curriculum reform in Indonesia, this article aims to provide 

an overview of the drivers of curriculum reform efforts, the challenges faced in implementing the new curriculum and the 

implications for students, teachers and schools. Ultimately, the article highlights the importance of curriculum reform in 

Indonesia and its potential to improve the quality of education for future generations. 

 

B. Curriculum Reform Process in Indonesia 

Curriculum reform in Indonesia involves a number of involving stages role government, institution education, and 

stakeholders interest other. Following is stages common thing that happens in the process of curriculum reform in 

Indonesia: 

a. Study and Evaluation Existing Curriculum: Initial stage in the curriculum reform process is do study and 

evaluation to existing curriculum. This involve review to weaknesses, strengths, and tendencies moderate 

curriculum applies, as well  

evaluation to relevance and need education moment this. 

b. Determination Reform Policy: After do study and evaluation, government set curriculum reform policy. Policy 

this covers vision , mission , and desired goals achieved through curriculum reform, as well principles and 

approach to be used in development curriculum new. 

c. Team Formation and Stakeholder Consultation: Government form team specially composed from expert 

education, expert curriculum, teachers, and stakeholders interest other. This team responsible answer for develop 

design curriculum new .In addition, consulting with various stakeholders interest such as teachers, students, 

parents, and the community are also carried out for get diverse inputs and perspectives. 

d. Curriculum Design Development New: Development team curriculum work for designing curriculum new based 

on reform policies that have set. Curriculum design this covers structure curriculum, desired competencies 

achieved, eyes lesson or field studies to be included, as well methods and approaches learning to be used. 
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e. Trial and Revision: After designing curriculum new, tested limited in some institution education. Trial this aim 

for test effectiveness, feasibility, and likelihood necessary repairs done. Based on test results and bait _ come 

back from practitioners _ education , curriculum revised and perfected. 

f. Implementation and Teacher Training: After going through the piloting and revision stages, the new curriculum 

is widely implemented in educational institutions across Indonesia. Teachers receive appropriate training to 

understand and implement the new curriculum properly. 

g. Monitoring and Evaluation: During the implementation of the new curriculum the government conducts 

continuous monitoring and evaluation. This is done to ensure the effectiveness, suitability and impact of the new 

curriculum on student learning outcomes. If problems or constraints are found, corrective action can be taken. 

h. Revision and Adjustment: 

If during monitoring and evaluation problems or challenges are found in the implementation of the new 

curriculum, revisions and adjustments are made. Revisions and adjustments to the curriculum are made based 

on evaluation findings, feedback from stakeholders and the latest developments in education. This process 

involves a curriculum development team consisting of government, educational institutions and other 

stakeholders. 

Curriculum revisions and adjustments may include changes to the curriculum structure, updating targeted 

competencies, refining learning methods and approaches, and adding or removing subject matter. The aim is to 

continuously improve the relevance, effectiveness and sustainability of the curriculum in producing learners who are 

competent and ready to face the demands of the times. 

In addition, the curriculum revision and adjustment process also considers technological developments and the 

changing needs of society. Integration of technology in learning, development of digital literacy, increased understanding 

of global issues, or emphasis on developing 21st century skills such as problem solving, creativity, collaboration, and 

interpersonal skills can be part of curriculum adjustments. 

Curriculum reform in Indonesia is not static, but a continuous effort to keep up with educational developments and 

the needs of learners. In this regard, close collaboration between the government, educational institutions, teachers, 

students, parents and other stakeholders is essential to ensure the success and sustainability of curriculum reform in 

Indonesia. 

 

C. Challenges in Curriculum Reform Indonesia 

Curriculum reform is faced with several challenges that must be overcome in order to be successful and have a 

positive impact on the education system. Some of the challenges often faced in curriculum reform in Indonesia include: 

a. Resistance to Change: One of the main challenges in curriculum reform is resistance to change from various 

parties, including teachers, educational institutions and other stakeholders. Some may feel uncomfortable with 

change and have difficulty adapting to the new curriculum. Effective communication, good understanding and 

persuasive efforts are needed to overcome this resistance. 

b. Resource limitations: Implementing a new curriculum often requires adequate resources, including funds, 

infrastructure and supporting facilities. Challenges arise when the required resources are not available in 

sufficient quantities, especially in remote or less developed areas. The government needs to pay attention to 

adequate budget allocations and distribute these resources wisely so that curriculum reform can run smoothly in 

all regions. 

c. Infrastructure Imbalance: Another challenge is the imbalance in the availability of education infrastructure in 

different regions. Some areas may already have good facilities and accessibility while other areas may still face 

infrastructure limitations. The lack of adequate infrastructure can hinder the effective implementation of the new 

curriculum. The government needs to focus on building equitable education infrastructure to support curriculum 

reform across the country. 

d. Lack of Teacher Training: The successful implementation of the new curriculum largely depends on the 

readiness and understanding of teachers in implementing it. However, one of the challenges often faced is the 

lack of adequate training for teachers to understand the concepts, methods and learning strategies related to the 

new curriculum. The necessary training and professional development should be an important focus in 

supporting curriculum reform. 

e. Ineffective coordination: Good coordination between the government, educational institutions and other 

stakeholders is also a challenge in curriculum reform. Strong synergy and cooperation between institutions is 

needed to design, implement and monitor the implementation of the new curriculum. This challenge can be 

overcome through open communication, effective coordination and active cooperation between all stakeholders. 

f. Accurate Measurement and Evaluation: Accurate evaluation and measurement are necessary to understand the 

impact and effectiveness of curriculum reform. However, challenges arise when there is no adequate evaluation 

system in place to measure the success of new curriculum implementation. A comprehensive evaluation 
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approach is needed, including measurement of student learning outcomes, assessment of teacher performance, 

and data analysis to see the extent to which the new curriculum succeeds in achieving its stated goals. _ 

g. Curriculum Overload: Another challenge is curriculum overload. If the new curriculum is filled with excessive 

content and activities, it can result in an excessive learning burden for students and teachers. It is important to 

simplify and consolidate the curriculum to focus more on core competencies and effective learning. 

h. Synchronization with World of Work Needs: The relevance of the curriculum to current and future workforce 

needs is a challenge. Technological developments and changes in labor market demands require curriculum 

adjustments so that students have relevant and ready-to-use skills to face the dynamic world of work. Good 

synchronization between the curriculum and the needs of the world of work must be considered in curriculum 

renewal. 

i. Learner Empowerment: Curriculum reform should also prioritize learner empowerment by actively involving 

them in the learning process. The challenge lies in shifting the paradigm from a teacher-centered approach to a 

more inclusive and participatory approach where learners play an active role in learning. Ensuring learner 

empowerment in the new curriculum can be a challenge in curriculum reform. 

j. Sustainability and Continuity: Finally, an important challenge in curriculum reform is maintaining sustainability 

and continuity in the implementation of the new curriculum. Curriculum reform cannot be a one-off, but must 

be sustainable and continuous to adapt to the development of education and the demands of the times. There 

needs to be a long-term commitment from the government, educational institutions and other education 

stakeholders to oversee sustainability and improve the quality of education through continuous curriculum 

reform. 

By overcoming these challenges, the curriculum reform process in Indonesia can produce significant changes and 

improve the overall quality of education. 

 

D. Prospects of Curriculum Reform in Indonesia 

The prospect of curriculum reform in Indonesia promises significant changes in improving the quality of education 

and preparing students to face the demands of the times. Some of the expected prospects of curriculum reform are as 

follows: 

a. Increased Relevance of Education: Through curriculum reform, it is expected to produce a curriculum that is 

more relevant to the needs and demands of the times. By taking into account technological developments, global 

issues, and the needs of the world of work, students will be better prepared to face future challenges. 

b. Improved Quality of Learning: By designing a curriculum that focuses on active, collaborative learning and 21st 

century skills, curriculum reform can improve the quality of learning in the classroom. Curricula that emphasize 

problem solving, creativity, critical thinking and communication will help develop relevant skills for students. 

c. Empowerment of learners: Curriculum reforms also provide prospects for empowering students. By adopting a 

more inclusive and participatory approach, the new curriculum can give learners the opportunity to be actively 

involved in the learning process, develop their potential and not rely solely on their own learning outcomes. 

d. Increased Curriculum Diversity: In curriculum reform, there is the prospect of increasing the diversity of the 

curriculum offered. By accommodating the various interests, talents and needs of learners, the curriculum can 

provide flexibility and freedom in choosing fields of study and educational pathways that match the interests and 

potential of each learner. 

e. Development of Life Skills: Curriculum reform can also emphasize the development of life skills that are 

important in everyday life. Skills such as independence, cooperation, leadership, ethics and sustainability can be 

integrated into the curriculum to help learners become better-qualified individuals who are ready to face life's 

challenges. 

f. Improved Comprehensive Assessment: Curriculum reform also allows for an improved evaluation system with 

a more comprehensive approach. In addition to evaluating academic knowledge, assessment can also include 

aspects of skills, attitudes and personality. A holistic approach to assessment can provide a more comprehensive 

picture of learners' progress and achievement. 

g. The Importance of Collaboration between Government and Stakeholders: Curriculum reform also provides the 

prospect of improving collaboration and engagement between the government and stakeholders with an interest 

in education. The curriculum reform process involves various stakeholders, including the government, 

educational institutions, teachers, students, parents and communities. Close collaboration between all these 

parties can strengthen the implementation of curriculum reform and ensure its sustainability. _ 

h. Improving equity in access to education: Curriculum reform can also contribute to improving equitable access 

to education. By taking into account the needs and characteristics of each learner, curricula can be designed to 

provide fair opportunities for all children to get a quality education. This includes taking into account the 

diversity of learners' cultures, languages and backgrounds. 
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i. Character and Value Development: One important prospect of curriculum reform is the emphasis on character 

development and positive values. A curriculum that emphasizes the formation of a good, ethical, responsible, 

environmentally responsible and caring personality will help create a generation that has integrity and contributes 

positively to society. 

j. Improving Global Competitiveness: Through curriculum reform, Indonesia can improve its global 

competitiveness in education. By adopting more innovative approaches and developing skills relevant to global 

needs, Indonesian learners will be better prepared to face competition at the international level and contribute to 

the country's development. 

However, it is important to remember that the process of curriculum reform is not easy and will be faced with 

various challenges. Strong commitment from all parties involved, adequate resource allocation, ongoing training for 

teachers, and continuous evaluation are needed to ensure the success and sustainability of curriculum reform in Indonesia. 

By looking at these positive prospects and overcoming the challenges, curriculum reform in Indonesia has the potential 

to bring about significant changes in improving the quality of education and equipping learners with relevant and future-

ready skills. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 
This article describes the process of curriculum reform in Indonesia, the challenges faced and its future prospects. 

Curriculum reform is an important step in dealing with global changes and ensuring relevant and quality education. By 

addressing the existing challenges and looking at the positive future prospects, Indonesia can implement a robust 

curriculum to prepare learners to become competent individuals who are ready to face a complex changing world. 

The article also concludes that curriculum reform in Indonesia is a complex and challenging process. However, 

with the progress that has been made and positive future prospects, curriculum reform is expected to strengthen relevant 

education, improve the quality of learning, and prepare learners for the demands of the times. The importance of 

collaboration between the government, educational institutions and other stakeholders in addressing the challenges is also 

highlighted. 
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